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10. Soil Conservation 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Conserva- 
tion Commissioners in annual convention assembled in Denver, Colorado, 
September 9, 1947, that we re-affirm our support for an adequate, compre- 
hensive, nation-wide soil conservation program as of paramount importance 
in conserving the vital natural resources of the country. We commend the 
U. S. Soil Conservation Service for its constructive leadership in this field. 
We urge that that Service be continued, expanded, and supported by ade- 
quate appropriations so that it may carry on its work substantially as now 
organized and directed, and that the work of the other agencies directly or 
indirectly concerned with soil conservation be coordinated therewith. We 
emphatically oppose any measures that may be designed to curtail the 
authority or scope of activity of the U. S. Soil Conservation Service. 
Be it further resolved that a special committee be appointed by the 
President, as provided by the by-laws, in such number as he deems best, 
to study S. 1621, H. R. 4417, and any other measures that may be intro- 
duced in Congress relating to soil conservation, and to make recommenda- 
tions thereon to the Executive Committee for further action by that Com- 
mittee in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this resolution. 
11. H. R. 1693 Relating to Excise Tax on Fishing Tackle 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Conserva- 
tion Commissioners in annual convention assembled in Denver, Colorado, 
September 9, 1947, that we re-affirm our support of H. R. 1693, providing 
for use of proceeds of the excise tax on fishing tackle for fish conservation 
purposes, and we urge prompt enactment of that bill by Congress. 
13. Public Domain Lands 
Whereas satisfactory progress has been made in restoration of the pub- 
lic domain lands during the twelve years that these lands have been admin- 
istered under the provisions of the Taylor Grazing Act; and 
Whereas full restoration has not yet been accomplished but instead 
there is still need for such range management as will bring these lands 
which were so badly devastated by unregulated grazing prior to the passage 
of the Taylor Grazing Act back to their natural condition and to full pro- 
ductivity of forage resources ; and 
Whereas we believe the policy of permitting the stockmen to pay the 
salaries of district graziers or other field men cannot help but prejudice 
and hamper such men in the impartial performance of their duties ; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioner's urges the Congress to provide the 
U. S. Bureau of Land Management adequate funds to continue the neces- 
sary field administration of the Public Domain Lands included in grazing 
districts in conformity with previous administrative policies to insure con- 
tinued improvement and full restoration of these lands. 
14. Foot and Mouth Disease 
Whereas the foot and mouth disease now prevalent in Central Mexico 
is a serious threat to big game as well as to livestock in both the United 
States and Mexico; and 
Whereas the Congress has already authorized the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to assist the Mexican authorities in combatting the disease in our 
sister Republic; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners endorses the program for combatting 
the foot and mouth disease in Mexico to prevent its introduction into the 
United States ; and since many game animals are involved we urge that 




H. R. 2617 Relating to Increase in Duck Stamp Fee and Public 
Hunting Grounds in Duck Stamp Refuges 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Con- 
servation Commissioners m annual convention assembled in Denver, Colo- 
rado, September 9, 1947, that we re-affirm our support of H R 2617 in 
creasing the duck stamp fee to $2.00 and providing for the use 'for public 
hunting grounds of part of the refuge areas acquired and maintained with 
duck stamp money and we urge prompt enactment of that bill by Congress 
H. R. 2721 Relating to Management of Upper Mississinni 
Facilities with Regard for Fish and Other Wildlife Res^u«fs 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Conserva 
tion Commissioners in annual convention assembled in Denver, Colorado’ 
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September 9, 1947, that we re-affirm our support of H. R. 2721, requiring 
management of upper Mississippi navigation facilities and maintenance of 
pool levels with consideration for the needs of fish and other wildlife re- 
sources and we urge prompt enactment of that bill by Congress. 
18. Regional Meetings of Migratory Bird Regulators Held by U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Conserva- 
tion Commissioners in annual meeting assembled at Denver, Colorado, 
September 9, 1947: 
We believe that the regional meetings held by the U. S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service with state game and fish or conservation officials, representa- 
tives of sportsmen’s organizations, and others interested, as proposed by a 
resolution of this Association adopted at the 1946 convention, for considera- 
tion of proposed migratory bird regulations have been of great benefit in 
disseminating information of conditions affecting migratory game birds, 
promoting a better understanding of the problems of management and 
regulation, and enlisting the cooperation of state agencies, sportsmen and 
the public in a sound, long-range program for conservation of such birds. 
We therefore strongly recommend that the practice of holding such 
meetings in each of the recognized waterfowl flyways of the country be 
continued. 
19. Taylor Grazing Lands 
Whereas the public lands of the western states embrace a large per- 
centage of our remaining natural resources; and 
Whereas such lands are indispensable for watershed protection, timber 
production, and recreation; and 
Whereas special interests have submitted proposals for legislation that 
would make the sale of federal grazing lands to present lessees and per- 
mittees mandatory by law, to the exclusion of the general public, and with- 
out regard for other public values; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners is unalterably opposed to the sale 
of Taylor Grazing Lands, National Forest Reserves, or any other public 
domain to any individuals for special interests. 
20. S. 33 — the McCarran Bill 
Whereas the International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation 
Commissioners feels that the policy of the U. S. Forest Service has been 
dedicated to the proper utilization of the soil; and 
Whereas it is felt that the U. S. Forest Service has, in general, 
exercised its duties to the best interest of the public as a whole ; and 
Whereas it is also felt that the present organization has in effect made 
such a policy of equitable land management possible; 
Therefore be it resolved that the International Association of Game, 
Fish and Conservation Commissioners opposes the passage of S. 33 (the 
McCarran bill), such bill being designed to materially alter and restrict the 
present management and administration of the national forest grazing 
lands, and to further establish vested rights in a certain few by virtue of 
their so-called seniority in the use of public lands, despite the fact that 
use by wildlife antedates all other uses. 
21. Honorable Raymond H, Burke 
Resolved by the International Association of Game, Fish and Conserva- 
tion Commissioners that the thanks of the Association be given to Honor- 
able Raymond H. Burke of Ohio, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Con- 
servation of Wildlife Resources, for his presence here at the convention 
and for his splendid service in the Congress in the interest of the con- 
servation programs affecting soil, water, forests and wildlife. 
22. Appreciation of Courtesies 
Whereas the State of Colorado, the City of Denver, and the Colorado 
Game and Fish Department, as host to the 37th annual convention of the 
International Association of Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners 
at Denver on September 8 to 10, 1947, have welcomed this gathering with 
the splendid hospitality characteristic of the great Rocky Mountain region, 
and have provided excellent accommodations and outstanding entertainment 
for the convenience and enjoyment of the delegates and guests: 
Therefore be it resolved that we extend our sincere apprciation for 
these arrangements to the Director and staff of the Colorado department 
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